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FROM WASHINGTON IRVING TO CHARLES WILEY
London, March 6th, 1822
My dear Sir,
I have mislaid your letter on the subject of The Spy,
which prevents my replying to the particulars of it,
though I may to the general purport. I received your
letter at a time when I was confined to my room by an
indisposition that has afflicted me for many months, and
has rendered me incapable of attending to any business.
I did not see Mr. Murray until some time afterwards,
when he informed me that he had shewn the novel to Mr.
Gifford, who, however, did not give a sufficiently favour-
able report to induce him to publish it. I procured the
novel from him and offered it to Mr. Colburn. He told
me he had published the previous novel by the same
author, and had been promised to have the publication
of this one, a copy of which he had been expecting. It was
now, he said, too late, as another Bookseller (Mr.
Whitaker) has got hold of a copy and put it to press—
and in fact the work appeared a few days afterwards.
I regret extremely that the work had not been sent to
Colburn in the first instance. He is a fashionable pub-
lisher, liberal in his prices and anxious to get American
works of merit, whereas Murray is precisely the worst
man that an American work can be sent to. He has the
offer of almost every thing that is choice, and is extremely
fastidious and he is surrounded by literary advisers who
are prejudiced against any thing American. I have more
than once been requested to offer American works to him
such as [illegible], Mr. Tudor's work, etc., but he has
always declined them, after causing a considerable loss of
time by neglecting or forgetting to answer my applica-
tions, I happening to be absent from London at the time.

